[Attempted characterization of microorganisms by their metallic profiles].
Ten medically or environmentally significant strains of bacteria were assessed as to their metallic content (Be, Mg, Cr, Mn, Fe, Co, Cu, Zn, Cd and Pb). Metallic detection was performed using a carbon rod-equipped atomic absorption spectrophotometer. Experimental parameters such as heavy metal content of initial culture medium, incubation, "red fuming" nitric acid digestion times, evaporative losses (and their individual correction) plus primary sample dilutions, were standardized. For the ten strains studied, characteristic metallic profiles were observed. More work is needed to assess the taxonomic and epidemiologic significance of metallic profiles of microorganisms.